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Ph. D. (Political Science)
Entrance Test, July, 2023

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. All questions are compulsory. Each question carries 1 mark.

2.  No cell phones, calculators, books, slide-rules, notebooks or written notes, etc. will
be allowed inside the examination hall.

3. You should follow the instructions given by the Centre Superintendent and by the
Invigilator at the examination venue. If you violate the instructions, you will be
disqualified.

4. Any candidate found copying or receiving or giving assistance in the examination
will be disqualified.

5. The Question Booklet and the OMR Response Sheet (Answer Sheet) would be
supplied to you by the Invigilators. After the examination is over, you should hand
over the OMR Response Sheet and Question Booklet to the Invigilator before
leaving the examination hall. Any candidate who does not return the OMR
Response Sheet will be disqualified and the University may take further action
against him/her.

6. All rough work is to be done on the question paper itself and not on any other
paper. Scrap paper is not permitted. For arriving at answers you may work in the
margins, make some markings or underline in the test booklet itself.

7. The University reserves the right to cancel the result of any candidate who
impersonates or uses/adopts other malpractices or uses any unfair means. The
University may also follow a procedure to verify the validity of scores of all
examinees uniformly. If there is substantial indication that your performance is not
genuine, the University may cancel your result.
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How to fill up the information on the OMR Response Sheet

(Examination Answer Sheet)

1. Write your complete Enrolment No. in 10 digits. This should correspond to the
enrolment number indicated by you on the OMR Response Sheet. Also write your
correct name, address with pin code in the space provided. Put your signatures on
the OMR Response Sheet with date. Ensure that the Invigilator in your
examination hall also puts his signatures with date on the OMR Response Sheet at
the space provided.

2. On the OMR Response Sheet student’s particulars are to be filled in by blue/black
ball pen also. Use blue/black ball pen for writing the Enrolment No. and
Examination Centre Code as well as for blackening the circle bearing the correct
answer number against the serial number of the question.

3. Do not make any stray remarks on this sheet.

4.  Write correct information in numerical digits in Enrolment No. and Examination
Centre Code Columns. The corresponding circle should be dark enough and should
be filled in completely.

5. Each question is followed by four probable answers which are numbered (1), (2), (3)
and (4). You should select and show only one answer to each question considered by
you as the most appropriate or the correct answer. Select the most appropriate
answer. Then by using blue/black ball pen, blacken the circle bearing the correct
answer number against the serial number of the question.

6. No credit will be given if more than one answer is given for one question. Therefore,
you should select the most appropriate answer.

7. You should not spend too much time on one question. If you find any particular
question difficult, leave it and go to the next. If you have time left after answering
all the questions, you may go back to the unanswered question.

8.  There is no negative marking for wrong answers.
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1. What is the purpose of a literature review in research ?
(1) To summarise the findings
(2) To identify research gaps
(3) To present the research methods

(4) To discuss the limitations

2. What is a hypothesis in research ?

(1) A proven fact (2) A tentative statement

(3) The final conclusion (4) An assumption with scientific evidence

3. What is the sampling technique where everyone in the population has an equal

chance of being selected ?

(1) Convenience Sampling (2) Stratified Sampling
(3) Random Sampling (4) Quota Sampling

4. What is the purpose of a pilot study in research ?

(1) To test the research conclusion (2) To obtain preliminary data

(3) To validate the study findings (4) Accuracy of measurement

5.  What is the purpose of an ethical review in research involving human participants ?

(1) To select a research design
(2) To assess the statistical methods
(3) To ensure the protection of participants

(4) 'To conduct a literature review

6. What is the primary purpose of a research proposal ?

(1) To summarise research findings
(2) To outline the research methods
(3) To present the conclusion

(4) To seek approval for a proposed research project
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7. What is the primary goal of a case study ?

(1) To establish causation
(2) To generalise findings
(3) To explore a particular phenomenon

(4) To conduct research experiments

8.  Which of the following is NOT a qualitative research method ?

(1) Case study (2) Content analysis
(3) Survey (4) Ethnography

9. What is the primary purpose of data collection in research ?

(1) To prove a hypothesis
(2) To gather information and evidence
(3) To entertain readers

(4) To manipulate variables

10. Which of the following is an example of a quantitative data collection method ?

(1) Interviews (2) Participant observations

(3) Surveys (4) Case study

11. Which Scholar is associated with the three levels of analysis in International
Relations at the individual, state and international level ?
(1) Kenneth Waltz (2) Alexander Wendt
(3) Graham T. Allison (4) Sydney Verba

12. What is the purpose of a Diary Study in data collection ?

(1) To record daily events and experiences
(2) To manipulate variables

(3) To identify variables

(4) To observe participants
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

What is the primary purpose of descriptive research ?
(1) To explore cause-and-effect relationships

(2) To test hypothesis

(3) To describe and analyse a phenomenon

(4) To develop a theory

What is the main advantage of a cross-sectional research design ?
(1) It allows for the examination of changes over time

(2) It provides an in-depth understanding of a single point in time
(3) It offers longitudinal insights

(4) It requires less time and resources

A methodological issue in IR theory is the agent-structure debate, which was

articulated by :
(1) Kenneth Waltz (2) Alexander Wendt
(3) Graham T. Allison (4) Sydney Verba

According to Thomas Kuhn, scientists question the dominant paradigm and explore
new theories and ideas because of :

(1) A number of anomalies are found in existing knowledge

(2) Material forces undergo significant changes

(3) A causal relationship can’t be established between two variables

(4) Wars and social revolutions occur

One of the following methods/theories is epistemologically not a part of
interpretivisism :

(1) Normative approach

(2) Classical idealism

(3) Neo-Liberal Institutionalism

(4) Post-Modernism/Post-structuralism
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

What is a key characteristic of qualitative research ?

(1) Focuses on numerical data
(2) Utilises statistical analysis
(3) Emphasises in depth understanding and exploration

(4) Requires large sample sizes

What is the primary purpose of a research design ?

(1) To collect data
(2) To analyse data
(3) To plan and structure the research study

(4) To interpret research findings

Which of the following is a primary step in social science research ?

(1) Preparing the Research Design
(2) Developing the Research Hypothesis
(3) Formulation of Research Problem

(4) Execution of the project

A broad orientation or way to tackle a research question or problem is called :

(1) An approach (2) A theory
(3) A method (4) An ideology
What is SPSS ?

(1) Statistical practices for social science
(2) Statistical product for social science research
(3) Solution and package for social research

(4) Statistical packages for the social sciences
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23. The primary goal of applied research is to :

(1) Solve or provide answers to practical problems
(2) Testing theories and hypothesis
(3) Addressing research, issues in partnership with local people

(4) Primary goal is gaining knowledge, with no aim of using it

24. Which among the following attempts to explain causal relationships ?

(1) An approach (2) A theory

(3) A method (4) An ideology

25. Ethical Neutrality is a feature of :

(1) Deductive Method (2) Inductive Method

(3) Scientific Method (4) Normative Method

26. What is an extraneous variable in a research study ?

(1) The main independent variable under investigation
(2) A variable that the researcher intentionally manipulates
(3) A variable that is not of primary interest in the study but may affect the

results

(4) The dependent variable that is measured to assess the study’s outcomes

27. Reasoning from general to particular is called :

(1) Deductive Method (2) Inductive Method

(3) Scientific Method (4) Observation Method

28. Empirically varifiable observation is :

(1) Theory (2) Fact

(3) Value (4) Hypothesis
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Deriving conclusions without any bias and value judgement is :

(1) Specificity (2) Hypothesis
(3) Value (4) Objectivity
ICSSR stands for :

(1) Indian Council for Survey and Research
(2) Indian Council for Strategic Research
(3) Indian Council for Social Science Research

(4) International Council for Social Science Research
The amount of descriptive uncertainity of chance variation associated with
statistical statements and observations is called :

(1) Descriptive error (2) Static variability

(3) Random error (4) Random variation

A reasoning where we start with certain particular statements and conclude with a

universal statement is called :

(1) Deductive Reasoning (2) Inductive Reasoning
(3) Abnormal Reasoning (4) Transcendentral Reasoning
CSIR stands for :

(1) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(2) Council of Social and Indigenous Research
(3) Council of Society and International Relations

(4) China Society for International Relations

Behaviourism emphases the use of :

(1) Normative analysis
(2) Quantitative methods and empirical observations
(3) Historical Narratives

(4) Philosophical Reasoning
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35.

36.

317.

38.

39.

40.

In behaviorism, political phenomena are studied by :
(1) Analysing normative principles

(2) Exploring historical context

(3) Observing and measuring observable behaviour

(4) Speculating on hypothetical scenarios

Which term is often used to describe the systematic study of political behaviour in

behaviourism ?

(1) Ideology (2) Positivism

(3) Empiricism (4) Rational choice

Which of the following is a strength of behaviorism ?

(1) Emphasis on normative analysis
(2) Focus on historical context
(3) Use of the systematic and empirical research methods

(4) Exclusive reliance on theoretical frameworks

What is a common method used in behaviouralist research to understand public

opinion ?
(1) Case studies (2) Ethnographic analysis
(3) Content analysis (4) Surveys and polls

Behaviourism often seeks to create generalisable theories by :
(1) Focusing on unique historical cases

(2) Using normative reasoning

(3) Identifying patterns through empirical research

(4) Ignoring quantitative data

‘Controlled group’ is a term associated with :

(1) Survey research (2) Historical research

(3) Experimental research (4) Descriptive research
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41.

42.

43.

44.

A hypothesis is a tentative answer to your research question that has not yet been

tested. A working hypothesis can be formulated only after :

(1) Collecting and evaluating observations about a topic or problem

(2) Reducing the number of variables to two—dependent and independent

variables
(3) Identifying the methodology

(4) Testing the null hypothesis

Applicability of the new knowledge generated as a result of ...... type of research is

limited to the research problem and cannot be usually generalised :

(1) Fundamental research (2) Basicresearch

(3) Applied research (4) Analytical research

While formulating the objectives of a research study, the researcher should ensure
that the objectives are :

(A) in comformity with existing theories

(B) wuseful and relevant

(C) based on ligic

(D) achievable

(1) Only A (2) A and B only

(3) B, Conly (4) B,C &Donly

A research design involving close monitoring of a group having similar
characteristics over time simultaneously with another group is called :
(1) A meta-analysis design (2) A cohort design

(3) A cross-sectional design (4) Action research design
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45. According to Karl Popper, a scientific theory should be considered valid if.....

(1) it aligns with popular beliefs
(2) it is supported by anecdotal evidence
(3) it can withstand attempts at falsification through empirical testing

(4) it is widely accepted by the scientific community

46. The methodology section of a research proposal should include :

(A) A description of the study type

(B) A brief description of the source of data

(C) Data collection techniques if the study relies on primary data
(D) Limitations of data collection if the study relies on primary data
(1) Aonly (2) Bonly

(3) A,BandC (4) All of these

47. Who criticized the idea of historical prediction, arguing that it is impossible to
predict the future course of history ?
(1) Karl Popper (2) Karl Marx

(3) Nicolo Machiavelli (4) Nicos Poulantzas

48. Which type of research is not oriented towards immediate solutions to problems :

(1) Basic research (2) Applied research

(3) Experimental research (4) Action research

49. Which one of the following is not an objective of exploratory research ?
(1) Generation of new ideas and assumptions
(2) Development of tentative theories or hypotheses
(3) To lay the ground work which will lead to future studies

(4) Rigorous testing of the hypothesis
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

If you plan to measure and analyse the pattern of change on different variables

over time, on which research designs would you rely ?

(1) Longitudinal research design (2) Historical research design

(3) Meta analysis (4) Cross-sectional design

Who wrote “The Republic”, an influential work on political philosophy discussing

the ideal state and philosopher-king ?

(1) Aristotle (2) Plato
(3) Machiavelli (4) Locke

According to John Locke, what is the foundation of a government’s legitimacy ?

(1) Divine Right (2) Popular Sovereignty
(3) Authoritaianism (4) Aristocracy

The concept of “Justice as Fairness” is associated with which political philosopher ?

(1) John Rawls (2) Karl Marx
(3) Friedrich Hayek (4) Hannah Arendt

Who introduced the idea of the ‘veil of ignorance’ as a thought experiment to guide

the design of a just society ?

(1) John Stuart Mill (2) Thomas Hobbes
(3) John Rawls (4) Karl Popper

The idea of “the tyranny of the majority” is associated with which political
thinker ?

(1) Alexis de Tocqueville (2) John Locke

(3) Karl Marx (4) Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Who is known for the concept of “Positive freedom” emphazising self-realisation and

the development of one’s potential ?

(1) Isaiah Berlin (2) dJohn Locke

(3) Jean-Jacques Rousseau (4) John Rawls
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Who developed the ‘invisible hand’ concept in the context of the free market and
economic liberalism ?

(1) John Stuart Mill (2) Adam Smith

(3) Karl Marx (4) Friedrich Hayek

Which political philosopher is associated with the idea of the ‘General Will’ and
‘Direct Democracy’ ?

(1) John Locke (2) Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(3) Thomas Hobbes (4) Karl Marx

The concept of ‘Civil disobedience’ is associated with which political thinker ?

(1) John Locke (2) Karl Marx
(3) Henry David Thoreau (4) Thomas Hobbes

Who is known for the idea of ‘Power knowledge’ and the analysis of disciplinary
power in society ?

(1) Michel Foucault (2) Max Weber

(3) Karl Marx (4) John Rawls

Who is known for the idea of the ‘Separation of Powers’ in government ?

(1) John Locke (2) Montesquieu

(3) Jean-Jacques Rousseau (4) Thomas Hobbes

The phrase ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ is associated with which
political document ?

(1) The Magna Carta

(2) United States Declaration of Independence

(3) The Communist Manifesto

(4) The Leviathan
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

The concept of ‘alienation’ is a key idea in the works of which political philosopher ?

(1) Karl Marx (2) John Locke
(3) Jean-Jacques Rousseau (4) Thomas Hobbes

Who is known for the concept of ‘Communicative Action’ and the importance of
dialogue in political decision-making ?

(1) Jurgen Habermas (2) John Stuart Mill

(3) Karl Marx (4) Isaiah Berlin

Who introduced the concept of ‘Manufacturing Consent’ in the context of media and
public opinion ?

(1) Noam Chomsky (2) Vladimir Lenin

(3) Herbert Marcuse (4) Samuel Huntington

The ‘Prisoner’s Dilemma’, often used in international relations theory is associated
with which concept ?

(1) Realism (2) Game theory

(3) Liberalism (4) Marxism

Which international organisation is primarily responsible for maintaining
international peace and security ?

(1) United Nations (UN)

(2) World Trade Organisation (WTO)

(3) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

(4) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) primary aims to :

(1) Promote international trade
(2) Provide humanitarian aid
(3) Stabilise global currencies and facilitate economic cooperation

(4) Mediate conflicts between states
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69. The European Union (EU) is an example of a regional International Organisation
that emphasizes :
(1) Military alliance (2) Economic integration

(3) Cultural exchange (4) Political isolation

70. Which organisation focuses on promoting economic development in low-income
countries through financial assistance and development projects ?
(1) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
(2) International Labour Organization (ILO)
(3) World Bank

(4) Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

71. The term “Soft Power” was coined by :

(1) Samuel Huntington (2) Joseph Nye
(3) Kenneth Waltz (4) Robert Keohane

72. The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) Doctrine emphasizes :

(1) National Sovereignty
(2) Humanitarian Intervention to prevent mass atrocities

(3) Preemptive Strikes (4) Arms Proliferation

73. The term “Neocolonialism” is often used to describe :

(1) The spread of democratic values

(2) Economic and political control by former colonial powers
(3) Multilateral diplomacy

(4) Cultural globalisation

74. The United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the

year :
(1) 1945 (2) 1955
(3) 1965 (4) 1948
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75.

76.

717.

78.

79.

80.

The Kyoto Protocol primarily focuses on reducing emission of :

(1) Green house gases (2) Air pollutants

(3) Nuclear waste (4) Ozone-depleting substances

The president of India is elected by an electoral college consisting of :

(1) Members of Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies
(2) Members of Rajya Sabha and Legislative Assemblies
(3) Elected members of both Houses of parliament and assemblies of state

(4) Members of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha

Which of the following writs can be issued against a private individual ?

(1) Habeas corpus (2) Mandamus

(3) Quo warranto (4) Certiorari

The basic structure of the constitution doctrine was documented in which landmark

case ?
(1) Kesavananda Bharati case (2) Golaknath case
(3) Minerva Mills case (4) Keshavan Madhava Menon case

The “Doctrine of Pleasure” is associated with the removal of :

(1) Supreme court judges (2) Vice-president

(3) Governors (4) Lok Sabha Speaker

Who is authorised to decide over a dispute regarding the disqualification of a

member of parliament under the Anti-Defection Law ?

(1) President (2) Speaker of The Lok Sabha

(3) Election Commission (4) Prime Minister
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81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

The Power of Judicial review in India is based on :

(1) Article 13 (2) Article 32

(83) Article 136 (4) Article 142

In which case did the Supreme Court rule the preamble is not a part of the

constitution ?

(1) Kesavananda Bharati case
(2) Berubari case
(3) Keshavan Madhava Menon case

(4) S. R. Bommai case

Which article of the Indian consitution deals with the abolition of untouchability

and forbids its practice in any form ?

(1) Article 15 (2) Article 16

(3) Article 17 (4) Article 18

The concept of “Constitutional Morality” was introduced by the Supreme Court in

which case ?

(1) Golaknath case (2) Navtej Singh Johar case

(3) Kesavananda Bharti case (4) S. R. Bommai case

Which article of the Indian constitution empowers the president to promulgate

ordinances the recess of parliament ?

(1) Article 123 (2) Article 154

(3) Article 156 (4) Article 165
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86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

The instrument of instructions contained in the Government of India Act, 1935, has
been incorporated into the Indian Constitution in the form of :

(1) Preamble

(2) Fundamental Rights

(3) Directive Principles of State Policy

(4) Seventh Schedule

The ‘Constitutional Ombudsman’ concept is related to which institution ?

(1) Controller and Auditor General (CAG)
(2) Election Commission (EC)

(3) Attorney General

(4) Lokpal

Which constiutional amendment introduced anti-defection provisions ?

(1) 52nd Amendment (2) 73rd Amendment
(3) 91st Amendment (4) 101st Amendment

The Leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha is recognised if the party has at least
how many seats ?

(1) 10% of the total seats (2) 5% of the total seats

(3) 15% of the total seats (4)  25% of the total seats

Who is known as the Guardian of the public purse ?
(1) Controller and Auditor General (CAG)

(2) Finance Commission

(3) Governor, Reserve Bank

(4) Finance Minister

The ‘Nolan Committee’ is associated with :

(1) Local Governance (2) Human Rights
(3) Electoral Reforms (4) Administrative Ethics
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92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

The ‘Vohra Committee’ was appointed to :

(1) Examine the Mandal Commission Report
(2) Investigate the Bofors Scandal
(3) Suggest measures to tackle the Criminalisation of politics

(4) Review the Indira Gandhi Assassination Case

Who was the first woman Chief Minister of an Indian State ?

(1) Mamta Banerjee (2) Sheila Dikshit
(3) Sucheta Kripalani (4) J. Jayalalitha

The ‘Right to Information (RTI) Act’ was enacted in the year :

(1) 2002 (2) 2005
(3) 2010 (4) 2013

Anandpur Sahib Resolution is related to :
(1) National Emergency

(2) Operation Bluestar

(3) Regional autonomy

(4) Re-organisation of Punjab and Haryana

Who was the leader of the Railway Strike of 1974 ?

(1) Charu Majumdar

(2) Jagjivan Ram

(3) George Fernandes

(4) Jayaprakash Narayan

Who formed the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (CPI-ML) ?

(1) Jyoti Basu (2) Ajay Ghosh
(3) S. A.Dange (4) Charu Majumdar
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98. Who was the leader of the Naga National Council ?

(1) Prafulla Kumar Mahanta (2) Subash Ghising

(3) Laldenga (4) Angami Zapu Phizo

99. Who was the founding president of the Congress Socialist Party ?

(1) Jayaprakash Narayan (2) Ram Manohar Lohia

(3) Acharya Narendra Dev (4) M. N. Ray

100. Which government professed genuine non-alignment ?

(1) The National Democratic Government (NDA)
(2) The Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)
(3) The Congress Party Government

(4) The Janata Party Government

PHDPS (20) (P-15)
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